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Automated Offline Tape Discovery Guide 
 

 
Index Engines Tape Engine automates the offline tape discovery process. Now instead of restoring tapes to find 
specific content, tapes can be searched and responsive data extracted quickly and easily without ever using the 
backup software. The process is easy. Unordered tapes are loaded into a tape drive or tape library and instantly 
scanned to generate a catalog and full text index. Simple Boolean and metadata search allows you to cull through 
millions of files to find all responsive documents and email. Once this data is found it can be easily extracted from 
tape, keeping all metadata intact, without the original backup software. Automated tape discovery saves 
significant time and resources. The guide below provides an overview of the automated process. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Application Note: Tape Engine v2.50 

Step 1 
Plug tape library or 
tape drive into the Tape 
Engine. 
 
Insert tapes into drives, 
tapes are cataloged 
providing a high level 
view of the tape 
contents. 

Step 2 
Specific tapes are 
selected for indexing.  
Scanning occurs at 
tape speed and all 
text and metadata is 
indexed.  The 
software displays 
real-time progress of 
the tape indexing. 
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Step 3 
A report is generated 
detailing the file and 
email contents of the 
tape and the indexing 
status.

Step 4 
The user performs full 
text Boolean search 
and metadata search 
on the tape contents in 
order to find all 
responsive data.
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Step 6 
Executing the query 
delivers a full list of the 
relevant content. 

Step 7 
File and email to be 
extracted from tape are 
selected using the 
tagging feature. 

Step 5 
A user can specify how 
duplicate files are 
managed, by content, 
message id, etc.  When 
the user queries data 
they will be assured 
they only review unique 
files. 
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Step 8 
An extraction job is then 
executed for these files.  

Step 9 
The files are ripped from 
tape to an online 
repository keeping all 
metadata intact. 

Step 10 
Original files and email 
can then be examined 
or placed on litigation 
hold. 


